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respectable mas
.md truly lifted on

Agent, a doc-
it was centred

caught bang to
: s racial attacks
wd harassment.
Amony other things, we s INP member
admit to carrying out iahorrendous raeist attack for
which someone else was Luter convicted, a council
candhidate admit that he wants to shoot “Pakis™ and
tormer BNP vouth  organiser Mark  Collett
describe asylume-seekers as cockroaches.

With hidden cameras, we saw inside BNP meet-
mes with bodi leader Nick Grithin and tounder
John Tyndall making speeches that may be action-
able under metement and race relations faws

All the protestations by Grtfin that the party 1
nol ractst any more were shown to be a sham

The programme receved so much pubhicity
betore it was wred and the evidence ot was so
compelimg that 1t begs the question how much
damage this would have done to the BNP i it had
been atred before the June 10 elections

One thing that Morning Star readers will not
hnow s that, i fact, this could and should have
happened

I'he DEOPFATITE Was re ul\ 1o o h8 R 1 but the
BBC top brass decided that 1t had to be committed
to political "neutrahty™ and so chose not to a1t

until after the clections.

It this was a programme about a normal politi-
cal party. then perhaps that argument would hold
walcr.

But the truth is — and this was perhaps the
strongest thing that came iicross in the programme

that the BNP s o cniminal organisation of
racists masquerading as a political party.

The BNP is not a legitimate pohtical party and
should not be treated as such by the BBC or any-
one else

It was i the pubhic interest tor the British peo-
ple to know about BNP crimmality betore the
clections took place

Bradford was a good place to make the pro-
cramme, as 1twas a key target area for the BNPn
the local elections and. subsequently, 1t managed
to win four seats on the counctl for the first time
i June

It 1t had not been tor anti-fascist mole Andrew
Svkes, the BNP would have almost certanly got
more people elected i the locality

Sykes ran the Bradtord branch and ensured per-
sonally that more than 10 seats were not even con-
tested by the BNP.

Itwas Svbes whathen vot BBC journahist Jiason
Gwynne into the organisation to make a4 good doc-
umentary

Christopher Hitchens, moral degeneracy
and the United States ‘digitai brownshirts’

You’ve got m

'LL never forget =y
when Christopher

Hitchens called me

a moral degenerate,

I was in
Washington to hear him
speak about Kissinger.

I asked Hitchens whether his
new pro-war bedtellows would
have supported the escalation ot
the Vietnam war or its cessation
And that 1s when he sad

with PROFESSOR JONATHAN FABlEY

mvasion, but had instead volun-

responded with o fame “That's
Michae! Moore’s oprion.”

What was not revealed i the programme or the
accompanying publicity, but 1s something else that
will be of great mterest to Morning Star readers. 18
the role of the Bradtord TUC in the whole affun

In spring 2002, 4s proneers of the TUC-backed
strateey of orgamsing locally in BNP target areas
ON ISsues \\u‘gl than \nnpl\ opposition to I ISCISHL
the trades council i Bradford decided o hold a
free Family fun day.

It was organised in Ravenschife. an area that
the BNP considered ripe for aits own propaganda

The wdea of the event was to show jocal people
that trade untonism was relevant to them and was
prepared to do something for the community

But, of course, there s one organisation that
doesn’t Tike anyone having
fun and it planned 1o scupper
the event

While

children had their

‘Sykes realised
that far

whlch uncovered the foul true face of the racist British National Party.

he secret agent

who was prepared o stand up to e afterwards.,
regardless ol the repercussions

Meszaros, who co-operated with Searchlight
throughout the two vears that Sykes was o mole,
believes that cood intelhgence on what the fascists
are up to s cructd W orgamsimg
patgn against then.

With the unique knowledge that they had of
BNP plans. Bradtord TUC produced numerous
local leatlets which were specttic to Tocal wards
that des lll with sonmie of the myths and hes that the
BNP was spreading

In .|dd|lmn to that, the local trades council also
delivered tens of thousands ol coptes of the
Bradford edivion of the Searchhght tabloid news-
paper.

Even though the BNP did
mike an electoral break-
through i Bradford mats tu

i successtul came-

taces pamnted and tannlies { wet arcas m the cuy. such as

and Iriends histened to musie "o h l I Queensberry, 1ts proportion
J hR I

and shared food off of the m e p ng of the vote actually went

stalls. BNP members hoped | communlti.s the down

to Taunch a violent assault on

This wias because or the

the event. Sykes was asked to B“P Was happv spectdised  ward-specific
co-ordimate the attack N A material that the Bradtord

Already sickened by the | mrovw TUC pui oui. The BNP
rots the previous sear 3 would have done fur better
Bradford and the tact that ) and gimed more councillors

BNP members had partcipated gleetully, Syvkes
had realised that, tar trom helping local comniuni-
tes, 1t was quite happs to destroy them,

When the fun day gotmto sswing, Sykes did o
down there, but with a very dutferent mission in
mund to the one that he had been asked o carry
out. He stood around watchmyg to see who wis m
charge ol the event

Paul Meszaros, the anti-tascist co-ordinator for
Bradtord TUC was, i his own words, “busy
orderimg people about™ and was obviously in
charge. Sykes approached him and so began two
years of \\nka-' undercover for the anti-fascist
movement

“Andy s ILIIIIIl\IhlL for his ordinaniness. vet
tremendous courage.” remarks Meszaros, paying
tnbute to o man who had the guts not only w

R admit that he had been wrong to join the BNP but

i1t had not been tor the anti-fascist campagn

This was also the case nationally. where simihi
activity an BNP target areas, often Jed by trade
untonists, reduced the BNP proportion of the vote
by an average of 3 per cent e those particular
areas, momarked contrast o i general advance
across Britam

In o world where Large warkp
exception rather than the norm. engaging with
local commumues on Iike tasceism and
racism may well hold the Rey 1o the development
and future of trade untonisnm itselt

Certainly, Bradford TUC has shown that trades
councils can be a dynamic foree i our localities
and play i leading role in the fight against the fas
CInly
@ Steve Silver iv editor of the anti-fascist publi-
cation Searchlight.
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“Only @ moral degenerate  teered to Kl other menan theirs.
would  compare the war 1 Within - two  days,  death
Atghamistan with the war an o threats torced Gonzades o go

Vietnam,” he rephied. as [ recall
He hastened o add that he
wasn'tactually talking about me
just. presumably. anyone
with views identical to mine. |
felt like acquainting him with
two weapons of mass destruc-
ton, tightly clenched.

Of course. he got away with
it, as he always gets away with
his outrageous statements 1
support of the war and against
its opponents. Contrast this with
the love letters that T get.

“Get a bodyguard or carry ()
gun,” writes  Christopher
Barwick, adding: “You will
need it

“Forget Irag™ — this from Jay
and Pam Simms — “we should
call i an air strike on (Farley's
university) department.”

Or the subtle Henry Maston.
“1 hope someone Kills and rapes
your white, race-traitor wile
and/or girltrniend as well.”

I'm not secking sympathy.

The United States” “digital
brownshirts™ — so-called by Al
Gore — have made victims ot
many.

In April, a US footbhall star
named Put Tillman was Killed in
action in Afghamstan. After
September 11, Tillman had
eschewed a $3.6 million sports
contract to volunteer for the
army rangers.

Not only was he a star and
selfless, he was so ruggedly
handsome that he could have
played himself in the
Hollywood movie about his life
— had he not, of course, been
shot by his own troops.

Writing in a college newspa-
per, Massachusetts university
student Rene Gonzalez uh_]u.h.d
to calling Tillman a “hero,”
pointing out that he had not died
defending his own country from

uito hiding, Websites went up
with his personal detals
ematl accounts, telephone num-
bers, even his home address.

One site urged the reader not
to send Gonzalez death threats,
“coz they're illegal”™ You could
almost hear the “wink, wink,
SAY No more, say no more.”

Did  the  university - rally
around Gonzalez, crcling the
wagons 1 the face of terrorisue
threats against one of their own?
Far from it.

University of Massachusetts
president Jack Wilson called
Gonzalez's essay “a disgusting,
arrogant  and  intellectually
immature attack on a human
being who died i service to his
country.”

The legislature  of  John
Kerry's state of Massachusetts
— one of the most liberal states
in the US — officially con-
demned Gonzalez in a resolu-
uon.

Without a trace of irony. the
cowardly Wilson added: “We
are tortunate that so many peo-
ple hke Pat Tillman have made
the sacrifices necessary 1o pro-
tect the free speech rights of Mr
Gonzalez.”

What about the American
Civil  Liberties  Union,  the
nation’s most stalwart protector
of free speech? Missing in
action.

Perhaps it was oo busy
defending nazis and pacdophiles
to take a stand for Gonzalez. He
soon apologised, his  career
probably ruined.

This is why disseat barely
exists in the US. Sure, there's
Michae! Moore, but Moore is
outnumbered and outgunned.

When Moore, who supported
Wesley Clark for president,
called Bush a “deserter,” Clark

Clark had  won medals  for
valour i Viemam. but even he
was afrard to take on the digital
browanshirts

For every Moore, there's a
Moorewatch.com, a
FreeRepublic.com, another
watch.com that targets hiberal
academies. Fox News,  the
Washigton Tunes or the Wall
Street “Opinton™ Journal online
For every theatre  playing
Fahrenheit Q11 two more aren’t
and many i the Mid-West sim-
ply won't.

So what 1o do? To quote from
Thomas Jefferson — let's torget

about hiy committing  incest
with his slaves tor now — 1

think it to our interest to punish
the first insult. because an insult
unpunished is the parent ot
many others.”

In short. Propaganda Minister
Nick  Cohen, harpy Julie
Burchill and The Guardian's
David Sonovovitch write what
they do because there are no
consequences.

I long for the day when some
right-wing US" lunatic  crosses
the hine and 1,000 of vour ¢los-
est friends email him and set up
a website or three.

But you don’t resort to name-
calling — the scum aren’t worth
it — you don’t send them any
threats and you don’t try to get
them fired from their jobs

Maybe then, lives could be
saved in Iraq and around the
globe. All thanks to a bunch of
moral degenerates.
® Professor Jonathan David
Farley is a mathematician cur-
rently visiting Oxford
University and a recent recipi-
ent of the Harvard
Foundation’s  Distinguished
Scientist of the Year Award. He
can  be  contacted  at
farley@maths.ox.ac.uk

fighting to preserve
the traditions of solidarity
and unity founded by the

heroes of Tolpuddie

the unian
www.amicustheunion.org
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